“Today is a day for tens of millions of Americans of Irish descent to celebrate the tremendous influence that one small island with a big-hearted people 
has had on our country.”  – President Barack Obama, March 17th, 2011

One small island, seven days

What a difference a week makes. Seven days ago, Ireland’s new government was taking baby steps on the international stage while Irish and American business people shook hands in New York City for the first “Ireland Day” at the New York Stock Exchange and the world prepared for St. Patrick.

Since the closing bell was rung on that historic day, we’ve been basking in the warm after-glow of: 

Positive celebrations of Irishness around the globe
New York: NBC New York – click here
Dublin: www.stpatricksfestival.ie 
Australia: You Tube – click here 

and the many buildings that helped in the “wearing of the green” internationally: IDA Ireland news 
News that US President Barack Obama is coming to Ireland in May (Irish Times) and hopefully bringing with him an economic boost to our interlinked economies (The Guardian) and sports nuts are delighting in the results of...The Irish rugby team’s glorious 24 - 8 victory against England (Leinster Rugby). 

Doing business
Culturally and politically things are on the up but business-wise things are also cooking nicely.

On the technology front, Dublin emerged as an international centre for cloud computing last week (Data Center Knowledge) while many other businesses announced links between Ireland and the United States. Most interestingly, Irish candle company St Killian’s landed its first US contract with, of all places, St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York! (Business and Leadership) 
Getting results
Many of the speakers at Ireland Day haven’t let the grass grow under their feet this week when it came to business opportunities either. The world’s biggest online travel agency Expedia is courting Greg Turley and Niall Turley’s Cartrawler.com for a stake in the car hire technology firm potentially worth €100m, according to the Sunday Times yesterday. 
PCH International continues to do well in Asia and reported revenues of US$400 million in 2010 up significantly from US$152.6 million in 2009. Founder and CEO Liam Casey who told the Ireland Day audience that there are opportunities in China has said the company is exploring the possibility of a stock exchange listing in Asia. The Cork-based company employs 1,200 worldwide.

Making connections with the IABA
Business waits for no one and The Irish-American Business Association’s first NYSE Ireland Day helped connect the Irish and American business communities. The relaxed, but highly informative sessions and the gala dinner allowed participants to chat about the issues, build ideas and establish relationships. Some of these are already bearing fruit.
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Captions: L-R: Loretta Brennan Glucksman Speaking at the Ireland Day Gala Dinner; John Bruton, President of IFSC Ireland and former Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister) at Ireland Day in the NYSE; Ian Hyland, IABA; Michael R. Bloomberg, Mayor of the City of New York; Denis O’ Brien, Digicel Group.Mayor Bloomberg accepted an Award on behalf of the City of New York for its Outstanding Contribution to Ireland

Back on the “small island with big-hearted people”, Ireland Day watchers were impressed with the optimism and energy shown by those who attended and spoke at the event and it was well covered in the press on both sides of the Atlantic.

If you know others who might be interested in building their own business links between Ireland and the United States please ask them to email us at: tracymongan@iabassoc.com. 

In the meantime, keep making your own connections with us on www.ireland-day.com, www.facebook.com/IrelandDay and on LinkedIn.com-Ireland Day.

Thanks for all your support and good wishes.

